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1
FIRST AND SECOND VOLTAGE
MEASUREMENTS TO ADJUST A VOLTAGE
MEASURER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. provisional patent
application No. 61/509,078, filed on Jul. 18, 2011, which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Processors have gained in sophistication with technologi-
cal developments to create a more secure and useful environ-
ment. Security may be comprised when a party tampers with
these processors. Additionally, these processors may be oper-
ating outside a range of acceptable tolerances, such as tem-
perature and/or voltage which may cause issues with data
corruption, unpredictable behavior, and even processor fail-
ure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the accompanying drawings, like numerals refer to like
components or blocks. The following detailed description
references the drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example processor includ-
ing a measurement point to receive an input voltage and a
voltage measurer to take a first voltage measurement and
switch to enable a second voltage measurement;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an example processor includ-
ing an input resistor to connect an input voltage to a measure-
ment point, an output resistor to connect the measurement
point to a switch, and a comparator to compare a first voltage
measurement and/or second voltage measurement;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an example circuit including a
first voltage measurer to obtain a first voltage measurement at
a measurement point and a switch to enable a second voltage
measurer to obtain a second voltage measurement;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an example circuit including a
measurement point to receive an input voltage from a voltage
conversion module and a first and a second voltage measurers
to obtain a first and a second voltage measurements; and

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a computing device to receive
an input voltage and obtain a first voltage measurement and
adjust a voltage measurer.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Processor security and tolerances may be monitored by
measuring internal voltage. As such, measuring the internal
voltage enables the processor to take the appropriate steps to
prevent a security breach and/or possible failure. Internal
voltage measurements may be taken at a point between the
input voltage to the processor and a voltage measurer within
the processor. This internal voltage measurement may be
used to identify whether the processor is within tolerance.
External measurements may identify a situation where the
processor is deviating from a range of tolerances (i.e., outside
a range of tolerances), yet the external measurement may not
remedy the deviation in tolerance nor identify the source of
the deviation. Further still, testing the internal voltage from an
external measurement may identify that the security of the
processor has been breached. However, providing continuous
external access to the processor makes the processor more
susceptible to tampering and/or attack.
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2

To address these issues, example embodiments disclosed
herein include obtaining a first and a second voltage measure-
ment by utilizing a switch within a processor. The processor
uses an internal voltage measurer to obtain the first voltage
measurement at a measurement point within the processor.
Once the switch receives a signal, the switch enables an
external voltage measurer to obtain a second voltage mea-
surement at the measurement point. Further, once obtaining
the second voltage measurement, the processor adjusts the
voltage measurer based on a difference between the first and
the second voltage measurements.

Providing the switch to enable the second voltage measure-
ment by connecting to the measurement point allows an exter-
nal measurement of the internal voltage. Utilizing the switch
enables the processor to disconnect the external measure-
ment, making the processor less susceptible to attacks and/or
tampering. Additionally, by obtaining the second voltage
measurement of the internal voltage with an external voltage
measurer, the second voltage measurement may be used as a
guideline to determine a source of the deviation of the voltage
and to adjust the voltage measurer internal to the processor.
By adjusting the voltage measurer, the processor calibrates or
adjusts the voltage measurer to provide a correction in the
situation there is a deviation with the internal voltage. For
example, in a situation the processor is within operating
within the tolerance range (i.e., no deviations of voltage), the
first voltage measurement should be similar to the second
voltage measurement. However, in the case the first and the
second voltage measurements are dissimilar, the second volt-
age measurement may be used to compensate the first voltage
measurement by adjusting the voltage measurer for the dif-
ference between these voltage measurements.

In another embodiment, a voltage conversion module
receives an internal characteristic of the processor, such as
temperature, orientation, and/or voltage and converts this
internal characteristic to the input voltage that is received by
the measurement point. Converting the internal characteristic
to the input voltage allows the processor to monitor various
internal tolerances by measuring internal voltage. For
example, the internal characteristic may be a sensor which
measures temperature of the processor, thus this internal char-
acteristic may be converted from the temperature to the input
voltage which is measured at the measurement point. This
enables the processor to monitor the internal characteristics to
determine if it is operating outside of a range of tolerances or
deviating from a specific voltage.

In a further embodiment, a second voltage measurer
includes a voltage source external to the processor to provide
a deviation in voltage to the measurement point and the volt-
age measurer internal to the processor reobtains the first volt-
age measurement. In this embodiment, the voltage source is
providing a deviation to the processor to test if the processor
accurately adjusted the internal voltage measurer. This pro-
vides a way to test the adjustment of the internal voltage
measurer, thus this may be readjusted accordingly.

Yet, in a further embodiment, a comparator is utilized to
compare the voltage measurements to identify the source of
deviation with the internal voltage. For example, in an envi-
ronment the processor is operating with no deviations, the
first voltage measurement should have a similar voltage mea-
surement to the input voltage and the first voltage measure-
ment should have a similar voltage measurement to the sec-
ond voltage measurement. In either of these situations, if both
of'these voltages are dissimilar, this indicates the source of the
deviation of voltage is the input voltage and/or the first volt-
age measurement.
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In summary, example embodiments disclosed herein pro-
vide a switch within a processor to enable an external mea-
surement of the internal voltage making the processor less
susceptible to attacks and/or tampering. Additionally, in
adjusting the voltage measurer, the processor may identify a
source and correct a deviation in the internal voltage. Provid-
ing an external measurement of the internal voltage enables a
more accurate and predictable manner to monitor and test the
internal voltage of the processor.

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 is a block diagram of
an example processor 100 including a measurement point 104
to receive input voltage 102, a voltage measurer 114 to obtain
a first voltage measurement 112, and a switch 106 to receive
a signal 108. Once the switch 106 receives the signal 108, a
second voltage measurement 110 is obtained. The processor
100 adjusts the voltage measurer 114 based on a difference
between the first voltage measurement 112 and the second
voltage measurement 110. Enabling the switch 106 to con-
nect to an external measurer to obtain the second voltage
measurement 110, the processor 100 prevents a continuous
connection to the external measurer, therefore reducing the
susceptibility of the processor 100 to tampering and/or
attacks. Embodiments of the processor 100 include an inte-
grated circuit, chipset, electronic circuit, microprocessor,
semiconductor, microcontroller, central processing unit
(CPU), graphics processing unit (GPU), visual processing
unit (VPU), or other programmable suitable to include com-
ponents 104, 106, and 114.

The input voltage 102 is an internal voltage to the processor
100 received by the measurement point 104 and supplies
electrical energy in the form of an electrical potential to the
measurement point 104. Specifically, the input voltage 102
provides voltage to the processor 100 in order to perform
various tasks, such as clock speeds, or logical functions.
Embodiments of the input voltage 102 include a power man-
agement circuit, power supply, power source, energy storage,
electromechanical system, or other device capable of deliv-
ering input voltage 102 to the measurement point 104 and/or
processor 100. Although embodiments of the input voltage
102 in FIG. 1 depict 102 as internal to the processor 100, the
input voltage 102 should not be limited to this embodiment as
the input voltage 102 may also be received external to the
processor 100. For example, the input voltage 102 may be
voltage received from a power bus external to the processor
100. A further embodiment of the input voltage 102 includes
the measurement point 104 receiving the input voltage 102
from a voltage conversion module. The voltage conversion
module may monitor various internal characteristics of the
processor 100 and as such converts the internal characteristic
to the input voltage 102. In this embodiment, the processor
uses the internal voltage measurement to monitor tempera-
ture, orientation, voltage, etc.

The measurement point 104 is a point or node internal to
the processor 100 that receives the input voltage 102 for the
first and second voltage measurements 112 and 110, respec-
tively. Receiving the input voltage 102 enables the voltage
measurements 112 and 110 to be measured at the measure-
ment point 104. Specifically, the measurement point 104 is an
area within the processor 100 that has a voltage potential
across it as to enable a voltage measurement (i.e., the first
voltage measurement 112 and the second voltage measure-
ment 110). In another embodiment, an input resistor connects
the input voltage 102 to the measurement point 104.

The voltage measurer 114 obtains the first voltage mea-
surement 112 at the measurement point 104. Obtaining the
first voltage measurement 112 at the measurement point 104,
the processor 100 monitors its internal voltage. Further, the
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processor 100 adjusts the voltage measurer 114 based on a
difference between the first and second voltage measure-
ments 112 and 110, respectively. Adjusting the voltage mea-
surer 114, the processor 100 calibrates the voltage measurer
114 to correct a deviation with the first voltage measurement
112. An embodiment of the voltage measurer includes an
analog-to-digital converter (ADC) which converts the first
voltage measurement 112 to a digital value proportional to the
magnitude of the first voltage measurement 112. For
example, the first voltage measurement 112 may be a con-
tinuous analog voltage signal between 0-2.5 volts, thus this
signal may be converted to a digital value of O to represent 0
volts or 1 to represent 2.5 volts. Embodiments of the voltage
measurer 114 include an analog-to-digital converter, voltme-
ter, multimeter, ammeter, potentiometer, oscilloscope, or
other electronic device suitable to measure the first voltage
measurement 112.

The first voltage measurement 112 is a measurement of the
internal voltage of the processor 100. Specifically, the first
voltage measurement 112 is taken at the measurement point
104 by the voltage measurer 114. The first voltage measure-
ment 112 measures the voltage potential across the measure-
ment point 104. Embodiments of the first voltage measure-
ment 112 include an analog signal or digital signal
representing the magnitude of the internal voltage.

The switch 106 receives the signal 108 and enables a con-
nection to the measurement point 104. The switch 106 func-
tions as a connection to an external measurer to obtain the
second voltage measurement 110. Once receiving the signal
108 to connect, the switch 106 enables the second voltage
measurement 110 at the measurement point 104. In one
embodiment, the switch 106 closes to provide a physical
connection between the measurement point 104 and an exter-
nal voltage measurer to obtain the second voltage measure-
ment 110. In this embodiment, the switch 106 remains dis-
connected to the measurement point 104 until receiving the
signal 108 to connect. Additionally, in this embodiment, the
switch 106 remains disconnected, making the processor 100
less susceptible to tampering. In another embodiment, the
switch 106 operates to change the flow of current and/or
voltage. For example, the switch 106 may have three electri-
cal contacts, one connected to the measurement point 104,
another connected to the external voltage measurer, and the
third contact connected to ground. In this example, the switch
106 may change the direction of current and/or voltage from
the first contact to third contact which directs the current
and/or voltage to ground, thus not enabling the second voltage
measurement 110. In keeping with this example, the first
contact may direct the current and/or voltage to the second
contact, thus enabling the second voltage measurement 110.
Embodiments of the switch 106 include an electromechanical
device, transistor, relay, or other device capable of connecting
and disconnecting the measurement point 104 to enable the
second voltage measurement 110. In a further embodiment,
an output resistor connects the measurement point 104 to the
switch 106.

The signal 108 is transmitted to the switch 106 which
enables a connection to obtain the second voltage measure-
ment 110. Specifically, the signal 108 communicates to the
switch 108 to connect or direct the flow of current and/or
voltage from the measurement point 104 to an external volt-
age measurer, the external measurer takes the second voltage
measurement 110. Embodiments of the signal 108 include a
communication, transmission, electrical signal, instruction,
digital signal, analog signal, or other type of communication
to instruct the switch 106 to enable the second voltage mea-
surement 110. A further embodiment of the signal 108



US 8,930,154 B2

5

includes a user-initiated request to obtain the second voltage
measurement 110; another embodiment includes the proces-
sor 100 transmitting the signal 108 to indicate to instruct the
switch 106 to connect to the measurement point 104 to obtain
the second voltage measurement 110. For example, the pro-
cessor 100 may communicate the signal 108 to the switch 106
in the situation the first voltage measurement 112 may deviate
from an acceptable voltage range. In this example, the pro-
cessor 100 monitors the internal voltage and if the internal
voltage deviates from an accepted voltage range, the proces-
sor 100 enables a second voltage measurement 110 of the
internal voltage using an external voltage measurer to correct
and/or identify deviation in the internal voltage.

The second voltage measurement 110 is an internal voltage
measurement of the processor 100 taken at the measurement
point 104 by an external voltage measurer. The external volt-
age measurer obtains the second voltage measurement 110 as
to provide an additional internal voltage measurement inde-
pendent of the voltage measurer 114. In this regard, if there is
a deviation of voltage, the processor 100 may adjust the
voltage measurer 114 to correct the deviation or identify the
source of the deviation. Based on a difference between the
first and second voltage measurements 112 and 110, respec-
tively, the processor 100 adjusts the voltage measurer 114. In
this embodiment, the processor 100 may receive the second
voltage measurement 110 and determines the difference
between the first and second voltage measurements 112 and
110, respectively. In another embodiment, the processor con-
verts the first voltage measurement 112 to a digital value and
adjusts this digital value. In this embodiment, the digital value
may be adjusted according to a calibration table or formula. In
this embodiment, based on a difference between the first and
second voltage measurements 112 and 110, respectively, the
voltage measurer 114 is adjusted. Additionally, in this
embodiment, the first voltage measurement 112 is converted
to a digital value proportional to the magnitude of the first
voltage measurement 112 by the voltage measurer 114. The
digital value is then adjusted based on the difference between
the first and second voltage measurements 110 and 112. For
example, assume first voltage measurement 112 is around 4.2
volts and the second voltage measurement 110 is around 5.2
volts, as such the difference is 1.0 volt. Using the second
voltage measurement 110 as a guideline, the voltage mea-
surements indicate the voltage measurer 214 is measuring
low by 1.0 volts. Thus voltage measurer 214 is adjusted by
lowering it by 1.0 volts. In adjusting this value, the processor
100 may correct a deviation in the internal voltage. Embodi-
ments of the second voltage measurement 110 include an
analog signal or digital signal representing the magnitude of
the internal voltage.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an example processor 200
including an input resistor 216 and measurement point 204 to
receive input voltage 202, a voltage measurer 214 to obtain a
first voltage measurement 212, an input resistor 216, an out-
putresistor 218, a comparator 222, and a switch 206 to receive
asignal 208 to enable a second voltage measurement 210. The
resistors 216 and 218 prevent damage to the processor 200 by
limiting current. Additionally, the measurement point 204
may receive a deviation of voltage 228 through the switch 206
to test the adjustment of the voltage measurer 214. The pro-
cessor 200 may be similar in functionality and structure to
processor 100 of FIG. 1.

The input voltage 202 is provided through the input resistor
216 for the measurement point 204 to receive. In another
embodiment, the input voltage 202 is from a voltage conver-
sion module that receives an internal characteristic, such as
the internal temperature of the processor 200. The internal
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characteristic is then converted to the input voltage 202. Con-
verting the internal characteristics of the processor 200, these
internal characteristics may be monitored using internal volt-
age measurements. Input voltage 202 may be similar in func-
tionality and structure to input voltage 102 of FIG. 1.

The input resistor 216 is an electrical device to create an
electrical resistance between the measurement point 204 and
the input voltage 202. In one embodiment, the input resistor
has at least two electrical contacts to connect the measure-
ment point 204 and the input voltage 202. Embodiments of
the input resistor 216 include a capacitor, resistor, inductor, or
other electronic device capable of providing an electrical
resistance between the measurement point 204 and the input
voltage 202.

The measurement point 204 receives the input voltage 202
through the input resistor 216. The voltage measurer 214
obtains the first voltage measurement at the measurement
point 204. Additionally, the second voltage measurement 210
is obtained at the measurement point 204. Measurement point
204 may be similar in functionality and structure to measure-
ment point 104 of FIG. 1.

The first voltage measurement 212 is an internal voltage
measurement taken at the measurement point 204 internal to
the processor 200. First voltage measurement 212 may be
similar in functionality and structure to first voltage measure-
ment 112 of FIG. 1.

The voltage measurer 214 is internal to the processor 200
and obtains the first voltage measurement 212 at the measure-
ment point 204. In another embodiment of the voltage mea-
surer 214 continuously measures the first voltage measure-
ment 212. The voltage measurer 214 may be similar in
functionality and structure to voltage measurer 114 of FIG. 1.

The comparator 222 is an electrical device that compares at
least two voltages to indicate a deviation with the voltage. In
one embodiment, the comparator 222 compares the first volt-
age measurement 212 to the input voltage 202 to identify a
deviation associated with the input voltage. In another
embodiment, the comparator 222 compares the first voltage
measurement 212 to the second voltage measurement 210 to
identify a deviation with the voltage measurer 214. In a fur-
ther embodiment, the comparator 222 may be considered part
of the voltage measurer 214. In this embodiment, the com-
parator 222 receives the first voltage measurement 212, the
input voltage 202, and the second voltage measurement 210
to identify a deviation with these voltages. Identifying a
deviation with these voltages, the comparator 222 may iden-
tify the source of the deviation. Embodiments of the com-
parator 222 include an operational amplifier voltage com-
parator, integrated circuit, chipset, or electrical device
capable of comparing voltages 202, 212, and 210.

The output resistor 218 is an electrical device to create
electrical resistance between the measurement point 204 and
the switch 206. In one embodiment, the output resistor 218
has at least two electrical contacts to connect the measure-
ment point 204 to the switch 206. Embodiments of the output
resistor 218 include a capacitor, resistor, inductor, or other
electronic device capable of providing an electrical resistance
between the measurement point 204 and the switch 206. The
output resistor 218 may limit current to prevent damage to the
internal components or circuitry of the processor 200 includ-
ing the voltage measurer 214, measurement point 204, and/or
switch 206.

The switch 206 receives the signal 208 and based on receiv-
ing this signal 208, the switch 206 connects the output resistor
218 to enable the second voltage measurement 210. The
switch 206 may be similar in functionality and structure to
switch 106 of FIG. 1.



US 8,930,154 B2

7

The signal 208 is a communication received by the switch
206 to enable the second voltage measurement 210. The
signal 208 may be similar in functionality and structure to
signal 108 of FIG. 1.

The second voltage measurement 210 is an internal voltage
measurement taken at the measurement point 204 by an exter-
nal voltage measurer. Obtaining the second voltage measure-
ment 210 enables external monitoring of the internal voltage
of'the processor 200. Additionally, the external monitoring of
the internal voltage provides a voltage measurement indepen-
dent voltage of the processor 200 to utilize to adjust the
voltage measurer 214. In this embodiment, the external mea-
surement of the second voltage measurement 210 is deemed
the correct measurement and as such a deviating voltage may
be corrected and the source of the deviation voltage identified.
Further, the processor 200 adjusts the voltage measurer 214
based on a difference between the first and second voltage
measurements 212 and 210, respectively. The second voltage
measurement 210 may be similar in functionality and struc-
ture to second voltage measurement 110 of FIG. 1.

The deviation of voltage 228 is provided to the switch 206
is a voltage outside of a tolerance range to test the adjustment
of the voltage measurer 214. For example, assume the toler-
ance range for the processor 200 to operate optimally is
between 2.5-3.0 volts, thus the deviation of voltage 228 is an
amount of voltage outside of the 2.5-3.0 volts, such as 2.4
volts or 3.1 volts. The deviation of voltage 228 is received at
the measurement point 204 through the switch 206. In receiv-
ing the deviation of voltage 228 at the measurement point
204, the processor 200 may test the adjustment of the voltage
measurer 214 by reobtaining the first voltage measurement
204. Testing the adjustment of the voltage measurer 214,
allows a determination if the voltage measurer 214 is mea-
suring the correct internal voltage and also enables a deter-
mination of whether the processor 200 is taking the appropri-
ate response. For example, the deviation of voltage 228 may
be a higher amount of voltage than the range of tolerances,
thus the voltage measurer 214 takes the first voltage measure-
ment 212 and the processor 200 should take the appropriate
response, such as shutting down itself so the deviation of
voltage 228 will not cause operational problems.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an example circuit 300 to
obtain a first voltage measurement 312 at a measurement
point 304 by a first voltage measurer 314 and a switch 306 to
receive a signal 308 to enable a second voltage measurement
310 by a second voltage measurer 316. Additionally, the
circuit 300 determines a difference at module 318 between
the first and second voltage measurements 312 and 310. The
circuit 300 may be similar in functionality to processor 100
and 200 in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, respectively. As such, embodi-
ments of the circuit 300 include an integrated circuit, chipset,
or other electronic circuit suitable to include components 304,
306, 314, and 316.

The measurement point 304 is the point to measure the
internal voltage of the circuit 300. The internal voltage mea-
surements (i.e., the first voltage measurement 312 and the
second voltage measurement 310) are taken at the measure-
ment point 304. In another embodiment, the measurement
point 304 may receive an internal voltage as seen in other
figures. The measurement point 304 may be similar in func-
tionality and structure to the measurement point 104 and 204
of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, respectively.

The first voltage measurement 312 is an internal voltage
measurement of the circuit 300. The first voltage measure-
ment 312 is measured at the measurement point 304 by the
first voltage measurer 314. The first voltage measurement 312
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may be similar in functionality and structure to the first volt-
age measurement 112 and 212 of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, respec-
tively.

The first voltage measurer 314 obtains the first voltage
measurement 312 at the measurement point 304. The first
voltage measurer 314 may be similar in functionality and
structure to voltage measurer 114 and 214 of FIG. 1 and FIG.
2, respectively. As such, embodiments of the first measurer
314 include an analog-to-digital converter, voltmeter, multi-
meter, ammeter, potentiometer, oscilloscope, or other elec-
tronic device suitable to obtain the first voltage measurement
312.

The switch 306 receives the signal 308 to connect the
measurement point 304 to the second voltage measurer 316 to
enable the second voltage measurement 310. In one embodi-
ment, the switch 306 closes to provide a physical connection,
while in another embodiment, the switch 306 operates to
change the flow of current and/or voltage. For example, the
switch 306 may have three electrical contacts, one connected
to the measurement point 304, another connected to the sec-
ond voltage measurer 316, and the third contact connected to
ground. In this example, the switch 306, may change the
direction of the current and/or voltage from the first contact to
the third contact which directs the current and/or voltage to
ground, thus not enabling a second voltage measurement 310
at the measurement point 304. In keeping with this example,
the first contact may direct the current and/or voltage to the
second contact, thus enabling the second voltage measure-
ment 310. The switch 306 may be similar in functionality and
structure to switch 106 and 206 of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, respec-
tively.

The signal 308 is an electronic communication sent to the
switch 306 as to instruct the switch 306 to connect the mea-
surement point 304 and the second voltage measurer 316.
Once the switch 306 receives the signal 308, this enables the
second voltage measurement 310 by the second voltage mea-
surer 316. The signal 308 may be similar in functionality and
structure to signal 108 and 208 of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, respec-
tively.

The second voltage measurement 310 is an internal voltage
measurement of the circuit 300 at the measurement point 304
taken by the second voltage measurer 316. The second volt-
age measurement 310 may be similar in functionality and
structure to second voltage measurement 110 and 210 of FIG.
1 and FIG. 2, respectively.

The second voltage measurer 316 is an electronic device
that measures the internal voltage of the circuit 300 at the
measurement point 304. Specifically, the second voltage
measurer 316 obtains the second voltage measurement 310 at
the measurement point 304. In another embodiment, the sec-
ond voltage measurer 316 is considered as a voltage measurer
external to a processor as in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. Embodiments
of the second voltage measurer 316 include an analog-to-
digital converter, voltmeter, multimeter, ammeter, potentiom-
eter, oscilloscope, or other electronic device suitable to mea-
sure the second voltage measurement 310.

Module 318 determines the difference between the first
and second voltage measurements 312 and 310 and based on
the difference, the first voltage measurer 314 is adjusted to
correct a deviation with the first voltage measurement 312.
Embodiments of module 318 include a set of instructions
executable by a processor to determine the difference
between the first and second voltage measurements 312 and
310, while other embodiments include an electronic device
operating in conjunction with the second voltage measurer
316 to determine the difference. In another embodiment, this
difference is transmitted to the first voltage measurer 314 to
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adjust it. For example, assume the first voltage measurement
is 2.0 volts and the second voltage measurement is 3.1 volts,
as such module 318 determines the difference as 1.1 volts.
The 1.1 volts indicates the first voltage measurer is reading
lower than 1.1 volts and as such this difference is transmitted
to the first voltage measurer 314 and adjusted by adding 1.1
volts to future first voltage measurements 312. In a further
embodiment, the first voltage measurement 312 is converted
to a digital value and the digital value is adjusted. In keeping
with the previous example, the difference of 1.1 volts is
transmitted to the first voltage measurer 314 and adjusts the
first voltage measurement 312 by increasing the measure-
ment 312 by 1.1 volts.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an example circuit 400 includ-
ing a voltage conversion module 420 for receiving an internal
characteristic 424 of the circuit 300 to convert to an input
voltage 402 received at a measurement point 404. Addition-
ally, the circuit 400 includes a first voltage measurer 414 to
obtain a first voltage measurement 412 at the measurement
point 404 and a switch 406 to receive a signal 408 to connect
a second voltage measurer 416 to the measurement point 404
that enables a second voltage measurement 410. Further, the
circuit 400 includes a comparator 422 and voltage source 426.
The circuit 300 may be similar in functionality to processor
100 and 200 of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, respectively, and similar in
functionality and structure to circuit 300 of FIG. 3.

The internal characteristic 424 is a measured characteristic
of'the circuit 300. Embodiments of the internal characteristic
424 include temperature, orientation, and/or voltage. In
another embodiment the internal characteristic 424 is mea-
sured internally of a processor.

The voltage conversion module 420 is an electrical device
that receives the internal characteristic 424 and converts 424
into the input voltage 402. Converting the internal character-
istic 424 to the input voltage 402, the voltage conversion
module 420 may monitor various internal characteristics 424
of'the circuit 400. In this embodiment, the processor uses the
internal voltage measurement to monitor temperature, orien-
tation, voltage, etc. This enables the circuit 400 to monitor the
internal characteristics to determine if 400 is operating out-
side of a range of tolerances. Embodiments of the voltage
conversion module 420 include a device capable of receiving
an analog signal to convert to the input voltage 402, other
embodiments include a sensor to receive the internal charac-
teristic 424 to convert into the input voltage 402.

The input voltage 402 is converted from the internal char-
acteristic 424 of the circuit 400 at the voltage conversion
module 420. Input voltage 402 may be similar in functionality
and structure to input voltage 102 and 202 of FIG. 1 and FIG.
2, respectively.

The measurement point 404 is a point within the circuit 400
that receives the input voltage 402. Additionally, the first
voltage measurement 412 and the second voltage measure-
ment 410 are internal voltage measurements taken at the
measurement point 404. Measurement point 404 may be
similar in functionality and structure to measurement point
104, 204, and 304 of FIGS. 1-3.

The first voltage measurement 412 is an internal voltage
measurement of the circuit 400 at the measurement point 404
by the first voltage measurer 414. First voltage measurement
412 may be similar in functionality and structure to the first
voltage measurement 112, 212, and 312 of FIGS. 1-3.

The first voltage measurer 414 obtains the first voltage
measurement 412 atthe measurement point 404. First voltage
measurer 414 may be similar in functionality and structure to
voltage measurer 114 and 214 and first voltage measurer 314
of FIGS. 1-3.
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The comparator 422 is an electrical device that compares
voltages to indicate a deviation with the voltages. In one
embodiment, the comparator 422 compares the first voltage
measurement 412 to the input voltage 402 to identify a devia-
tion associated with the input voltage 402. In another embodi-
ment, the comparator 422 compares the first voltage measure-
ment 412 to the second voltage measurement 410 to identify
a deviation associated with the voltage measurer 414. Com-
paring these voltage measurements 402, 410, and 412 sources
of deviations in voltage may be identified. Comparator 422
may be similar in functionality and structure to compactor
222 of FIG. 2.

The switch 406 enables the second voltage measurer 416 to
obtain the second voltage measurement 410. Switch 406 may
be similar in functionality and structure to switch 106, 206,
and 306 of FIGS. 1-3.

The signal 408 is transmitted to the switch 406 to enable the
second voltage measurer 416 to obtain the second voltage
measurement 410. Signal 408 may be similar in functionality
and structure to signal 108, 208, and 308 of FIGS. 1-3.

The second voltage measurement 410 is an internal voltage
measurement of the circuit 400 taken at the measurement
point 404. Second voltage measurement 410 may be similar
in functionality and structure to second voltage measurement
110, 210, and 310 of FIGS. 1-3.

The second voltage measurer 416 obtains the second volt-
age measurement 410 at the measurement point 404 once the
switch 406 connects to the second voltage measurer 416 and
the measurement point 404. Second voltage measurer may be
similar in functionality and structure to second voltage mea-
surer 316 of FIG. 3.

The module 418 determines a difference between the first
and second voltage measurements 412 and 410 and based on
this difference, the circuit 400 adjusts the first voltage mea-
surer 414. Module 418 may be similar in functionality to
module 318 of FIG. 3.

The deviation 428 of voltage is provided by the voltage
source 426 through the switch 406 to the measurement point
404. The deviation 428 is a voltage outside of a tolerance
range of voltages to test the adjustment of the first voltage
measurer 414. The deviation 428 may be similar in function-
ality to deviation of voltage 228 of FIG. 2.

The voltage source 426 connected to the second voltage
measurer 416 provides the deviation 428 in voltage to the
measurement point 404. Providing the deviation 428 allows a
test of the adjustment of the first voltage measurer 414. In this
embodiment, the first voltage measurer 414 is to reobtain the
first voltage measurement 412; this allows the circuit 400 to
determine whether the first voltage measurer 414 was cor-
rectly adjusted. Embodiments of the voltage source 426
include a power management device, power supply, voltage
supply, energy storage, electromechanical system, solar
power, or other device capable of providing voltage to the
measurement point 404.

In a further embodiment of FIG. 4, the first voltage mea-
surer 414 may be connected to a multiplexer to monitor more
than one internal characteristic 424 of the circuit 400. In this
embodiment, the internal characteristics 424 such as tem-
perature, voltage, and orientation may be monitored concur-
rently. Additionally, in this embodiment, the other compo-
nents internal to the circuit 400 include more than one
component within the circuit 400, such as the voltage conver-
sion module 420, the input voltage 402 the measurement
point 404, the first voltage measurement point, the switch
406, the second voltage measurer 416, and the second voltage
measurement 410 to monitor each internal characteristic 424.



US 8,930,154 B2

11

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an example computing device
500 for obtaining a first and second voltage measurements
and adjusting a voltage measurer. Although the computing
device 500 includes processor 502 and machine-readable
storage medium 504, it may also include other components
that would be suitable to one skilled in the art. For example,
the computing device 500 may include storage and/or
memory. Embodiments of the computing device 500 include
a client device, personal computer, desktop computer, laptop,
amobile device, or other computing device suitable to include
components 502 and 504.

The processor 502 may fetch, decode, and execute instruc-
tions 504, 506, 508, 510, and 512. Processor 502 may be
similar in functionality and structure of the processor 100 and
200 as above in connection with FIG. 1. and FIG. 2, respec-
tively. Specifically, the processor 502 executes: receiving an
input voltage at a measurement point instructions 506, obtain
afirst voltage measurement at the measurement point instruc-
tions 508, transmit a signal to enable a switch to connect the
measurement point to a second voltage measurer to obtain a
second voltage measurement instructions 510, and adjust the
first voltage measurer based on a difference between the first
and the second voltage measurements instructions 512.

The machine-readable storage medium 504 may include
instructions 506, 508, 510, and 512 for the processor 502 to
fetch, decode, and execute. The machine-readable storage
medium 504 may be an electronic, magnetic, optical,
memory, storage, flash-drive, or other physical device that
contains or stores executable instructions. Thus, the machine-
readable storage medium 504 may include, for example, Ran-
dom Access Memory (RAM), an Electrically Erasable Pro-
grammable Read-Only Memory (EEPROM), a storage drive,
amemory cache, network storage, a Compact Disc Read Only
Memory (CDROM) and the like. As such, the machine-read-
able storage medium 504 may include an application and/or
firmware which can be utilized independently and/or in con-
junction with the processor 502 to fetch, decode, and/or
execute instructions of the machine-readable storage medium
504. The application and/or firmware may be stored on the
machine-readable storage medium 504 and/or stored on
another location of the computing device 500.

Instructions 506 include the measurement point internal to
the processor 502 receiving input voltage. The measurement
point receiving the input voltage at instructions 502 enables
the voltage measurer to obtain the first voltage measurement
at instructions 508.

Instructions 508 include a voltage measurer internal to the
processor 502 to obtain the first voltage measurement.
Embodiments of instructions 508 include continuously mea-
suring the first voltage measurement while other embodi-
ments of instructions 508 include measuring the first voltage
measurement during specified time periods.

Instructions 510 include the signal transmitted to the
switch internal to the processor 502 to connect to the mea-
surement point. Enabling the connection to the measurement
point at instructions 510, a voltage measurer external to the
processor 502 may obtain the second voltage measurement.

Instructions 512 include adjusting the voltage measurer
internal to the processor 502 based on a difference between
the first and second voltage measurements. The voltage mea-
surer internal to the processor 502 obtained the first voltage
measurement at instructions 508. An embodiment of instruc-
tions 512 includes utilizing an analog-to-digital converter and
converting the first voltage measurement to a digital value and
then adjusting the digital value based on the difference
between the first and second voltage measurements.
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The embodiments described in detail herein provide a
switch within a processor to enable an external measurement
of the internal voltage making the processor less susceptible
to attacks and/or tampering. Further, providing an external
measurement of the internal voltage enables a more accurate
and predictable manner to monitor and test the internal volt-
age of the processor. Still further, the processor may respond
in a pro-active manner to correct a deviation in the internal
voltage by adjusting the voltage measurer.

I claim:
1. A processor comprising:
a measurement point within the processor to receive an
input voltage;
avoltage measurer to obtain a first voltage measurement at
the measurement point; and
a switch to enable, based on a signal, a second voltage
measurement at the measurement point;
wherein the processor is to adjust the voltage measurer
based on a difference between the first voltage and the
second voltage measurements.
2. The processor of claim 1, further comprising:
an input resistor to connect the input voltage to the mea-
surement point; and
an output resistor to connect the measurement point to the
switch, the output resistor preventing damage to the
processor by limiting a current.
3. The processor of claim 1, further comprising:
a comparator to perform at least one of:
compare the first voltage measurement to the input volt-
age to identify a deviation associated with the input
voltage; and

compare the first voltage measurement to the second
voltage measurement to identify a deviation with the
voltage measurer.

4. The processor of claim 1, further comprising:

a voltage conversion module to receive an internal charac-
teristic of a circuit and convert the internal characteristic
to the input voltage to enable the processor to monitor
the internal characteristic by determining if there is a
deviation in the input voltage; and

wherein the measurement point receives the input voltage
from the voltage conversion module.

5. The processor of claim 1, further comprising:

the measurement point to receive a deviation of voltage
through the switch to test the adjustment of the voltage
measurer; and

the voltage measurer is additionally to reobtain the first
voltage measurement at the measurement point.

6. The processor of claim 1, wherein to adjust the voltage
measurer includes converting the first voltage measurement
to a digital value and adjusting the digital value to correct a
deviation with the first voltage measurement.

7. The processor of claim 1, wherein the voltage measurer
includes an analog to digital converter (ADC).

8. A circuit, comprising:

a first voltage measurer to obtain a first voltage measure-

ment at a measurement point within the circuit;

a switch to receive a signal to enable a connection from the
measurement point to a second voltage measurer; and

the second voltage measurer to:
obtain a second voltage measurement at the measure-

ment point; and determine a difference between the
first voltage and the second voltage measurements to
adjust the first voltage measurer to correct a deviation
with the first voltage measurement.



US 8,930,154 B2

13

9. The circuit of claim 8, wherein the first voltage measurer
includes an analog to digital converter and the second voltage
measurer includes a voltmeter.

10. The circuit of claim 8 further comprising:

avoltage source connected to the second voltage measurer

to test the adjustment of the first voltage measurer by
providing a deviation of voltage to the measurement
point; and

the first voltage measurer is additionally to reobtain the first

voltage measurement at the measurement point.

11. The circuit of claim 8, further comprising:

a comparator to perform at least one of:

compare the first voltage measurement to an input volt-
age to identify a deviation associated with the input
voltage; and

compare the first voltage measurement to the second
voltage measurement to identify a deviation associ-
ated with the first voltage measurer.

12. The circuit of claim 8, further comprising:

the measurement point to receive an input voltage from a

voltage conversion module; and

the voltage conversion module to receive an internal char-

acteristic of the circuit and convert the internal charac-
teristic to the input voltage to enable the circuit to moni-

14

tor the internal characteristic by determining if there is a
deviation in the input voltage.
13. A non-transitory computer-readable medium encoded

with instructions executable by a processor of a computing
5 device, the storage medium comprising instructions to:

obtain a first voltage measurement at a measurement point
within the processor by a first voltage measurer;

transmit a signal to enable a switch to connect the mea-
surement point to a second voltage measurer to obtain a
second voltage measurement at the measurement point;
and

based on a difference between the first voltage and the
second voltage measurements, adjust the first voltage
measurer.

14. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of

claim 13, wherein to adjust the first voltage measurer includes
converting the first voltage measurement to a digital value and
adjusting the digital value to correct a deviation with the first
voltage measurement.

15. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of

claim 13, further comprising instructions to:

receive an input voltage at the measurement point from a
voltage conversion module to enable the processor to
monitor an internal characteristic.
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